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a diplomacy of mercantile bargaining.1 Emperor, Chancellor, Reichstag, have one and all been forced, no doubt, in spite of themselves, to become the spokesmen of German industrial and commercial interests. At the centenary of the firm of Krupp, at Essen, the Emperor William delivered one of his characteristic speeches.
" The history of the firm/' he said, " is a piece of Prussian and German history. . . . Krupp guns have been with the Prussian lines and have thundered on the battlefields which made ready the way to German unity, and won it at last. . . . Services rendered to the' Fatherland in war and peace have won for this firm an especial position in my State, and for three generations brought its proprietors and their families into a relation of friendship and confidence with my ancestors and myself."
Again, when in a disaster at the Bodium mines, scores of men are swept away by choke damp, the Emperor adds his tribute of mourning to the expression of German sympathy, and describes the miners as the German " coal army corps." The protection of industrial and commercial interests is the main motive of Germany's agitated activity, her capricious opportunism, her frequently unaccountable aggressiveness, her Shylockian insistence on the pound-of-flesh " compensation." England, for a time, notably in the strenuous days of the colonization of the Niger, seemed to be providing Germany with an excellent precedent for the employment of certain forms of national insolence. But the British principle that " business is business " has never, even in England, been allowed to become the sole principle of diplomatic action; whereas competence in international business has become for Germany the unique qualification of her foreign agents. Nothing is more characteristic of modern Germany than the career at Constantinople of a Marschall von Bieberstein, and the sole object of that ambassador's transfer to London was to "do business "
1 There are occasional exceptions. Cf. the utterances of Prince Lichnowsky cited on p. 258.